Sunday, September 1, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“The Time of Singing Has Come”
Song of Solomon 2:8-13

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) Divide the group into smaller groups of two or three
people and ask them to share with their partners something about the first time they fell in
love. How old were they? Who was the object of their affections? How did it feel? How
long did it last? What did they learn from it?

Song of Solomon 2:8-13. Context. The Song of Solomon, or Song of Songs, is
one of three books, along with Proverbs and Koheleth or The Preacher, attributed
to King Solomon in the Hebrew Bible. The latter were associated with Solomon on
account of his reputation for wisdom, and the Song of Songs, on account of his
reputation for being a great lover. The Song of Songs is a love poem, told largely
from a woman’s point of view. The poem leaves behind the usual themes of the
Hebrew Bible — tribal conflict, political disputes, royal intrigue, religious reforms,
and divine judgment — and explores the private world of domestic relations. It is a
love poem celebrating the sensuality and goodness of human love.

Read Song of Solomon 2:8-13

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Song of Solomon 2:8-13 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

The Preaching Notes point out both the vivid imagery and the invocation of the senses in this
passage. Divide the group in half; ask one half to identify the many images used (and how) and
the other half to focus on how the senses are engaged. Ask: “How do these approaches open up
the passage for you?”

The Song of Solomon is, at its heart, a love poem. Some scholars point to this book as an
allegory of God’s love for humankind, while others celebrate the goodness of what God has



created as expressed in our physical nature. Can both these approaches be valid? Does it matter
to you which one is “right”? What place does scripture that refers to sexual desire and sexual
goodness have in your own understanding of faith?

Later New Testament writings, such as James 1:27, seem to divide the physical (things of the
world) from the spiritual, so that an element of “true faith™ is “keeping oneself unstained by the
world.” Ask: How do you reconcile all of what God has created (physical and spiritual) in your
faith and worldview?

Song 2:12 says, “The time of singing has come,” which might be more accurately translated as
“the time of pruning.” In matters of the heart and in matters of the spirit, there is time for singing
and time for pruning. What experiences have group members had in “singing” and “pruning”?
How has that helped them grow?

Verses 8-13 suggest that the time for the Beloved is now, but that also implies that things
happen in their own time. Discuss: In your spiritual journey, what experiences of “now” time or
“not yet” time have influenced the path of that journey? How has “no” or “not yet” or “now”
influenced your growth?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or
a similar prayer:

Loving God, who has created us in all our physical and spiritual fullness, we give you
thanks for showing us that love is possible and that love is good. We lift up to you the
frailties that disrupt or corrupt our love for you and for one another and pray that you
reform us in grace. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation



but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



