Sunday, August 18, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study

“Benediction”
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“What images come to mind when you hear the word “benediction”?

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14. Context. As David comes to the end of his life, it is not clear
who will succeed him. At the prompting of his wife Bathsheba and the prophet Nathan,
he proclaims Solomon, his youngest son, to be his heir, and advises him to eliminate his
(David’s) ruthless military commander Joab, who had killed David’s son Absalom and
supported Solomon’s older brother Adonijah in his claim on the throne; and to eliminate
Shimei, a powerful commander who still had loyalties to the house of Saul and who had
publicly cursed David during Absalom’s rebellion. Solomon quickly eliminated his rival
Adonijah and the others, married an Egyptian princess and began to build his palace. This
week’s reading goes on to describe God’s appearance to Solomon at the beginning of his
reign and Solomon’s request for the gift of wisdom (hence the proverbial “wisdom of
Solomon™). In his prayer Solomon calls himself a “little child” as a sign of his humility
before God; but he was surely a grown man at the time of this episode.

Read 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?
Read 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 again -
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Group Dialogue
e Where did God appear to Solomon? (3.5a)
o What did God say to Solomon, and what did Solomon say?
o How does Solomon’s response reflect his character and priorities?
o If'you were in Solomon's position, what would you have asked for, and

why? How can we apply Solomon’s example to our decision-making
processes today?



What is the significance of Solomon’s blessing from God in 1 Kings 3:13-14? How does
it serve as a form of benediction for his reign? [The blessing signifies God’s approval and
favor on Solomon, granting him wisdom, wealth, and honor. It serves as a benediction by
setting a divine seal of blessing and guidance over Solomon’s leadership. ]

In some way, the benediction is our weekly answer to God’s command, “Ask what I
should give you.” In the benediction, we dare to join as a community to ask for God’s
blessing. Not just understanding or help. Blessing. And more specifically, a blessing that
extends the work we rehearse in worship into our daily lives...because when we ask God
for blessing, we are participating in an ongoing conversation and work of grace with
God and one another. Will our benediction extend or resist the work of grace in our
communal life together?

What does ““a blessing that extends the work we rehearse in worship into our daily lives”
look like?

How will “your benediction extend or resist the work of grace in our communal life
together”?

Optional Activity — Create your own benediction
To craft a personal benediction, start with gratitude, seek God's guidance, request
strength and protection, ask for compassion and love, and end with a blessing.

Sample Personal Benediction for the Day: "Lord, thank you for this new day. Guide my
thoughts, words, and actions. Grant me strength and protect me from harm. Fill my heart
with love and compassion for others. May your peace be with me and everyone |
encounter today. Amen."

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for Solomon's example and his humble request
for wisdom. Guide us as we seek your wisdom in our own lives, helping us to make
decisions that honor you. May we continually grow in understanding and be inspired to



apply your teachings daily. As we go forth, may your blessings be upon us, guiding us in
all we do. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



