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Sunday, August 11, 2024 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 

Bible Study 
 “Prayers of the People” 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
  

Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes).  In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, 
“What images come to mind when you hear the words “Prayers of the People?” 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33. Context. Absalom, son of David, after killing his half-
brother Amnon for the brutal rape of his sister Tamar, and alienating himself from his 
father’s affections, slowly gained the popularity of the people and then rose up in 
rebellion against David. Gathering an army, he marched on Jerusalem, while David fled 
across the Jordan. Entering the city, Absalom publicly raped the 10 concubines that 
David had left behind, and then pursued his father. As the battle approached, David 
admonished his three commanders not to kill his son. But in the end, Joab killed the 
captured and defenseless Absalom. David’s own people are afraid to tell the king of 
Absalom’s death, since David had a reputation for killing the messenger. The job falls to 
a foreigner, a Cushite. David is inconsolable. The judgment that had been pronounced by 
Nathan as punishment for David’s rape of Bathsheba and murder of her husband Uriah 
has been fulfilled. 

Read 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 again -    
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
 
 Group Dialogue 
 
Absalom, King David's son, resented his father after his sister, Tamar, was wronged by their 
half-brother, Amnon. Absalom avenged Tamar by killing Amnon and then fled. He returned to 
Jerusalem after a few years but remained estranged from David (2 Samuel 13-17). Over time, 
Absalom began to win the hearts of the people of Israel and declared himself king in Hebron, 
leading a rebellion against David. David and his loyal followers were forced to flee Jerusalem to 
escape Absalom’s growing forces. Amid this turmoil, Hushai, a friend of David, infiltrated 
Absalom's court, giving him strategic advice that delayed Absalom’s plans, allowing David time 
to regroup and prepare for the impending conflict.  
 

• What were King David’s instructions to his commanders regarding Absalom? (2 Samuel 13:5). 
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• What happened to Absalom during the battle? (18:9b). 

 
• How did Joab and his men respond when they found Absalom hanging in the tree?   

 
• What do David’s instructions to his commanders and his reaction to Absalom’s death reveal 

about his character? [David’s instructions to be gentle with Absalom show his deep love and 
concern for his son, despite Absalom’s rebellion. His intense grief upon hearing of Absalom’s 
death reveals his profound emotional bond and sense of loss, demonstrating his compassionate 
and fatherly nature, even toward a son who had caused him great trouble.] 
 

• “The prayers of the people invite us to respond to the complicated and often unknown 
challenges facing our neighbors in the pews, down the street, and around the world. Few 
simple solutions exist to the complex problems that plague our lives, whether we’re 
talking about war among nations, conflicts within families, or battles being waged in 
individual hearts. Whether our neighborhoods are hungry for food, a living wage, or 
unconditional love, we must grapple with the problems. And yet, no matter the enormity 
of the challenges we face, grace abounds again and again. The prayers of the people 
remind us that when we don’t know what to do or we are afraid to acknowledge the 
suffering around us, we begin with prayer; and not just individual prayer—corporate 
prayer. We don’t have to know the details of our neighbors’ struggles to gather together 
and offer one another grace through prayer.”  
 

• What does the phrase “prayers of the people” mean to you?  
 

• Talk about a time when you or your community faced a difficult challenge and turned to 
corporate prayer for guidance and support. 
 

• Whom do you feel you need to pray for this week? 
 
Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a 
similar prayer:  
 
Together, let us pray 
for the people of this congregation... 
for those who suffer and those in trouble... 
for the concerns of this local community... 
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for the world, its peoples, and its leaders... 
for the earth you have given to our care… 
for the Church universal—its leaders, its members, and its mission... 
in communion with the saints…. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


