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Sunday, July 7, 2024 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 

Bible Study 
 “In Weakness and in Strength” 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
  

Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes).  In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, 
“What do weakness and strength mean to you?” 
 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10. Context. In this part of his correspondence with the Corinthian 
Christians, Paul is trying to restore his relationship with them that has gotten ever more 
strained. Individuals highly critical of Paul had recently come to Corinth encouraging 
them to reject Paul’s leadership; what can Paul say to win them back? In the previous 
chapter he said he would be foolish to boast of his “accomplishments” – which turn out to 
be the hardships and persecutions, the weakness and failings he’s suffered – to gain their 
good graces. In today’s reading he concludes his ironic “boasting” with a reminder of his 
own mystical experience (described in the third person), but with an acknowledgement of 
a painful (but not likely physical) impediment, a “thorn,” which he also experienced. The 
Lord’s response to his prayer is the “take away” verse in this passage: “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 again -    
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
 
 Group Dialogue 
 
The theme for today is “Open Your Heart: In Weakness and Strength” 
 

• Have you needed someone else’s help? How did you feel?  
 

• Have you helped someone in great need? How did you feel? 
 
Paul talked about being caught up in the “third heaven” and his being taken up into the heavenly 
realms where he heard things he kept to himself (2 Corinthians 12:2-4). 
 

• Do you believe it is important to keep some spiritual things or blessings between you and God? 
Why or Why not? 
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Paul describes a "thorn in the flesh" given to him by God (2 Corinthians 12:7-8). 
 

• Why do you think God allowed Paul to keep struggling with the painful thorn, even after Paul 
pleaded three times for it to be removed? 
 

• What are your thoughts on the world’s meaning of wealth and riches versus God’s meaning? 
 
Paul in this text says he is content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
difficulties for the sake of Christ.  
 

• How is it possible to be "strong" when you are "weak"?  
 

• Have you ever felt strong when you were insulted, faced hardships, or were lied about? How did 
you stay strong? 
 
The Preaching Notes say, “Notice too that this thorn doesn’t come from God. God doesn’t 
cause suffering to get us to pay attention or to change our ways or our thinking—despite what 
some loud voices in our world today are trying to tell us. Suffering isn’t punishment. But God 
can use any occasion, any circumstance, to help us grow and learn, if we pay attention, if we ask 
in humility what we could learn.” 
 

• Are there “some loud voices in our world today” that influence our thinking? How might you be 
able to stop those voices from influencing you? 
 

• This week, in which area of your life do you want to grow and learn? 
 
 
Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a 
similar prayer:  
 
 Great and mighty God, help us understand the meaning of being strong even when we 
are weak, to persevere and stay strong when we are persecuted. Bless us to have joy in 
our suffering because your grace is sufficient. Amen – We believe it to be so! 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  
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hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


