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Sunday, July 28, 2024 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 

Bible Study 
 “Call to Confession” 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 
  

Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes).  In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, 
“What images come to mind when you hear the word “confession.” 
 
2 Samuel 11:1-15. Context. King David seemed to have everything going for him: he 
had consolidated his power over the 12 tribes of Israel, he had made Jerusalem his royal 
city, he had brought the ark to Jerusalem, and through the prophet Nathan, God 
proclaimed an everlasting covenant with David and his successors never to forsake them 
(even though God might punish them for disobedience). But with today’s reading, things 
start going wrong for David: he lusts after another man’s wife, Bathsheba, and essentially 
rapes her. When she becomes pregnant, David schemes to get her husband, Uriah, to have 
sex with her to cover up his deed. But Uriah, one of David’s military commanders, 
refuses to enjoy his marriage bed so long as the army is at war because of his loyalty to 
David. David then compounds his crime by setting up Uriah to be killed in battle. 
 
Read 2 Samuel 11:1-15 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
Read 2 Samuel 11:1-15 again -    
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
 
 Group Dialogue 
 

• Where was David supposed to be during the events of 2 Samuel 11:1?   
 

• David saw a beautiful woman named Bathsheba bathing, and he slept with her. When he found 
out that she was pregnant, what was David’s initial plan to cover up his sin with Bathsheba?   
 

• Have you felt tempted to do something you knew was wrong? How did you handle the situation, 
and what did you learn from it? 
 

o What final plan did David implement to cover up his sin?   
 

o Imagine you are Nathan the prophet. How would you confront David about his actions in 
a way that leads him to true repentance and change? 
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o Reflect on a time when someone in your life made a mistake that hurt others. How was 

the situation handled? What could have been done differently to promote healing and 
forgiveness? 
 

• “Some argue that this is the beginning of the end of David. This event, this abuse of power, is 
where David’s decline was launched. There was bad decision after bad decision following this 
dalliance on the roof of the palace. The king, who is still held out as the pinnacle of the royal 
experiment, is revealed to be as human, as much of a sinner in need of redeeming as any of us”. 

o What do we learn from David’s failures and mistakes? 
 

o Do you have something you want to confess to God? How might we focus on confessing 
to God this week so we will not make the same mistakes? 
  

o What action will you take this week to seek forgiveness for a past mistake or to help 
someone else find the courage to confess and make amends? 
 
 
Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a 
similar prayer:  
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  
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hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


