Sunday, July 14, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Gathering for Worship”
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“What images come to you when you hear the word “gathering”?

2 Samuel 6;1-5, 12b-19. Context. After defeating the Philistines in battle, David and his
armies set out to bring the ark of God to his new capital at Jerusalem. The ark was a
wooden box, containing the tablets of the Ten Commandments, with two figures called
“cherubim” on the lid that served as God’s “throne.” It had been constructed by Moses
and the elders as they were wandering in the wilderness, and was carried about by means
of wooden poles slipped through metal loops along the sides of the box. The ark
symbolized God’s presence going about with the people. For some years it had been kept
by Abinadab in the town of Baale-judah, known also as Kireath-jearim, after the
Philistines who had earlier captured it, sent it off on a cart in the direction of Judah,
having suffered death and destruction wherever they tried to keep it. Retrieving it from
the home of Abinadab, David stopped with it at the home of Obed-edom after Abinadab’s
son, Uzzah, had been struck dead by the divine presence for having reached out his hand
to touch the ark. But Obed-edom received nothing but blessing from the ark and after a
few months, David proceeded to Jerusalem, making his new city both the political and
spiritual capital of his kingdom, eclipsing the kingdom of Saul — whose daughter Michal,
incidentally, he had given to David as a wife.

Read 2 Samuel 6;1-5, 12b-19

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read 2 Samuel 6;1-5, 12b-19 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue

Reflect on a recent worship service you attended. What aspects of the service helped you feel
closer to God?

Why did David gather thirty thousand men?



In 2 Samuel 6:5, what did David and all the house of Israel do before the Lord?

Imagine you are planning a worship service that embodies the joy and reverence seen in David’s
actions. What elements would you include to ensure it is both heartfelt and inclusive?

“As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the
window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in
her heart” (In 2 Samuel 6:16). Have you ever experienced someone’s disdain when you were
worshiping God? How did it make you feel? What did you do after that happened?

The sermon note for July 14 says,

“In this series, we invite you to consider that for David worship was life. Worship wasn’t
something David did, we might say, it wasn’t a specific time in the day or week. Rather worship
was who he was. David lived and breathed worship. Yes, sometimes he got it wrong, sometimes
he followed impulses that led him astray. And sometimes he got confused as who was the object
of this worship and got in the way of the God he loved. But through it all, David lived as though
his life was an offering to God.”

How might you, like David, incorporate joyful and wholehearted worship into your daily lives?
Can you think of practical ways to express your faith through actions and celebrations?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

Gracious God, we thank you for the joy and reverence David showed in worshiping you.
Help us embody that same spirit of wholehearted worship in our daily lives. Guide us to
remove things that distract us from you. Lead us to live and breathe and worship you.
Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



