Sunday, June 30, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“In Need and in Abundance”
2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,

When did you last open your heart to others in sorrow? Share your story.
When have you opened your heart in rejoicing with others? Share your story.

2 Corinthians 8:7-15. Context. In this part of his correspondence with the Corinthian
Christians, Paul is trying to “mend fences” with them: previously he had been offended
by one of their number who had been highly critical of him; and he had in turn offended
and hurt some of them when he didn’t come to visit them as he had promised. A piece of
the unfinished business that Paul had with the them was the collection for the poor in
Jerusalem that he had announced when he had been with them on a previous visit. This
was a collection that he had promised to undertake when he had met with the apostles in
Jerusalem some years earlier and they had confirmed his mission to non-Jews. And while
the Corinthians had initially taken up the cause enthusiastically, it seems that things had
dragged on — to the point of some embarrassment in comparison with the prompt and
generous response of that “other” Greek church in Macedonia. In this week’s reading,
Paul urges the Corinthians to complete the project.

Read 2 Corinthians 8:7-15
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 again -
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Group Dialogue

“Now as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in
our love for you--so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking” (2 Corinthians 8:7).

In what do you excel?
“For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).



Why do you think Paul uses the example of Jesus' choice of poverty and the chance we might
become rich?

What does it mean to be "rich" in this context? What do you think is the world’s meaning of
“rich”? What do you think is God’s meaning of wealth?

The goal is equality. “As it is written, ‘The one who had much did not have too much, and the
one who had little did not have too little’” (2 Corinthians 8:15).

What do you think is meant by “the one who had much did not have too much”?
What do you think is meant by “the one who had little did not have too little”?

The Preaching Notes say, “Paul is asking for a relationship. We are one in the body of Christ.
We share as one in the body of Christ. It's an ideal, we must admit. Yet we strive for it anytime
we open our hearts. And whether we have more than enough or whether we are lacking, we find
help and hope in the body, hope in the relationship within the community of faith to whom we
have opened our hearts.”

What might be lacking in your life?
What do you have more than enough of that you can share with others?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

Thank You God, for the grace that you provide us day by day. Help us not take these gifts
for granted; help us to be grateful for your love and strength to run on. Grant us resilience
amid daily challenges and show us how to open our hearts in kindness to one another,
just as Paul taught the Corinthians. Jesus, help us grow in faith and love, imitating your
grace in all that we do. Amen — It is so!

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



