Sunday, June 23, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study

“In Sorrow and in Rejoicing”
2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“Think about the people in your neighborhood. What are the daily challenges and worries
they experience? What would protection mean for them today?”

2 Corinthians 6:1-13. Context. In this part of his correspondence with the Corinthian
Christians, Paul is trying to “mend fences” with them: previously he had been offended
by one of their number who had been highly critical of him; and he had in turn offended
and hurt some of them when he didn’t come to visit them as he had promised. He gives
the account here of just how much he has endured, and is willing to endure on their
behalf, how he has given himself totally for them as a proof of his commitment to them.
He asks in return that they (re)open their hearts to him.

Read 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 again -
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Group Dialogue

The message conveyed in 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 is multifaceted but centers around the themes of
reconciliation, endurance in ministry, and the challenges faced by followers of Christ.

Reconciliation (Verses 1-2): Paul urges the Corinthians, and us today, not to receive God's
grace in vain. Instead, we are called to respond promptly to God's offer of salvation. Now is the
time to accept salvation and reconciliation. Ask for forgiveness from God and one another. What
does God’s grace mean to you?

Endurance (Verses 3-10): Paul describes the trials and hardships he has endured as a minister
of the gospel. Despite facing afflictions, hardships, and persecution, he and his fellow workers
remained faithful. This passage highlights the reality of life challenges and the challenges of
ministry. But it also emphasizes the resilience and perseverance of God’s people and the
requirement to continue serving God faithfully. When were you resilient and persevered?



Servants of God (Verses 11-13): Paul expresses his deep affection for the Corinthians and
calls them to open their hearts to him and his ministry companions. He urges them to be
generous and to have a deep, mutual love for one another as they serve God together. How might
you show deep, mutual love for someone with whom you serve?

Response to God's Grace: Paul urges readers not to let God's grace go to waste. The call to
action is to respond without delay to God's offer of salvation. When was the last time you let
God’s grace go to waste? How did it make you feel? What will you do differently?

Faith: Despite facing challenges, Christians are called to stay focused and faithful to their
commitment to following Christ. Our call to action is to endure challenges with resilience and
without quitting.

Embrace Reconciliation: Paul emphasizes the importance of reconciling with God and one
another. The call to action is to seek reconciliation in relationships and to foster unity within the
community of believers.

Open Hearts and Minds: Believers are encouraged to have open hearts and minds to God and
others. We are called to show generosity and compassion.

How will you live out these values in everyday life, treating others with kindness and empathy
regardless of how you are treated? How will you live in this space of action in this season of
your faith community?

Friends, be encouraged; release all doubt. We have been invited to believe in the goodness and
faithfulness of God for ourselves. The first step is to make room in our hearts for others. When
we make room in our hearts, we may begin to trust others and trust in the abundance of God’s
grace. | invite you to make room in your hearts for others.

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

Great God, We come before you with grateful hearts, acknowledging your abundant
grace poured out for us. Thank you for the opportunity to be reconciled with you through
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the cross. Help us to respond to your grace with the
urgency of now, not letting the time we have go to waste. Amen.



And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



