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Sunday, June 16, 2024 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 

Bible Study 
 “All-Powerful to Save” 

Psalm 20 
  

Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, 
“Think about the people in your neighborhood. What are the daily challenges and worries 
they experience? What would protection mean for them today?” 
 
Psalm 20. Context. Psalm 20 started out as a prayer of the people for their king, and 
serves as an appropriate “chorus” to the episode from 1 Samuel. But it is not only a 
prayer for the military might of their king; it is also a confession of their trust in God. 
 
Read Psalm 20 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
Read Psalm 20 again -    
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
 
 Group Dialogue 
  

• God is said to be the God of another biblical figure in the first verse (Psalm 20:1). Who is that 
person, and can you remember anything about his story? Feel free to look it up in a Bible 
dictionary or online. 
 

• This psalm seems to be addressed to a specific person or group of people. If you read it first as a 
personal message and then as a message for a group of people, how does the psalm read 
differently to you, if at all? 
 

• Imagine that the psalm is written specifically for your neighbors or the people living close to 
your home. What would be their desires or plans? How would God protect them in their “day of 
trouble”? What would need to happen? 
 

• The Preaching Notes for today connect Psalm 20 with 2 Corinthians 5:18-19. In what ways do 
you see the world needing to be saved or reconciled? How about your own neighborhood? 
 

• In what ways is your group feeling called to begin the work of reconciling? Do not hesitate to 
mention small things like picking up litter or offering help with rides, for example. Make your 
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ideas as relevant and concrete as possible. If you don’t know, in what ways are you called to 
listen to people’s hearts’ desire and their plans? 
 
Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.   
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a 
similar prayer:  
 
God, whose listening is never on silence and who always has notifications turned on for 
our problems, we pray for our neighbors today. Help us to listen to their hearts’ desire 
and the plans they have for the community. Help us to take pride not in the fulfillment of 
our plans, but in the plans they have for a better future. Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


