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Sunday, May 5, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Sixth Sunday of Easter
“We Love One Another”
John 15:9-17

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“What images come to mind when you hear the word “love”?

John 15:9-17 Context. This week’s reading follows on last week’s where, at his last
supper with his disciples, Jesus speaks of himself as the true vine and his disciples as the
fruitful branches which spring from the vine. Here he tells the disciples that they are no
longer servants but friends, since now they know Jesus’ will for them: that they love one
another, as Jesus has loved them. He reminds them again that he loves them so much that
he will lay down his life for them.

Read John 15:9-17

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read John 15:9-17 again -
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue
What is Jesus’ commandment in the passage today?

Today’s Preaching Notes say, “Joy is a shared experience, rather than a solitary one. That
might help us understand when Jesus said, ‘That my joy may be in you and your joy
might be full.” He is saying that our joy, the human experience, that fleeting but powerful
his joy, the holy, divine joy that knows that there is no greater love than to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. Our joy is complete — or mature, or perfect, it is all the same
word in Greek - only when woven into his joy.”

What do you think it would be like to live life with “Jesus’ joy in you™?



Jesus said, “I do not call you servants any longer . . . but I have called you friends” (John 15:15).
Reflect on the transition from servants to friends. What does it mean to be called a friend of
Jesus? How does this change your relationship with Him and with other people?

“You did not choose me, but I chose you” (John 15:16a). What does it mean to you that Jesus
chose you? How does knowing that you have been chosen by Jesus to bear fruit affect your
understanding of your purpose and actions in the world?

“I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another” (John 15:17).
What does loving one another look like in your context? What could you do this week to
work on loving one another within your families, church, workplace, or community?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

Gracious and loving God, as we conclude our time together, we thank You for Your word
to love one another as You have loved us. Empower us to carry this command into our
daily lives, showing Your love in all we do and say. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



