Sunday, May 26, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Trinity Sunday
“All-Consuming Presence”
Isaiah 6:1-8

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“When was the last time you felt ‘in the moment’ and gave your full attention to
whatever was present? Was it on a walk or looking over a vista that took your breath
away? Was it watching a young one in a school play or on a walk noticing the seasons
change?”

Isaiah 6:1-8 Context. The book of Isaiah falls into two main sections. Chapters 1-39
record the oracles and prophecies of Isaiah of Jerusalem, whose ministry spans the
second half of the 8th century BC (roughly 742-

690). Isaiah was a contemporary of the prophets Amos, Hosea, and Micah. His prophetic
activity spanned the reigns of several of the kings of Judah, from around 740 BC
(Uzziah) to around 700 BC (Hezekiah). It was a tumultuous time: the sleeping Assyrian
empire began to move against the principalities in the Near East, crushing Syria and
eventually the northern kingdom of Ephraim (721). Within a few years, the Assyrians
threatened the southern kingdom of Judah, decimating the countryside and besieging
Jerusalem itself in 701. Isaiah appears to have been a priest by training, and his vision of
God recorded in this week's reading, seems to have taken place in the Temple.

Read Isaiah 6:1-8

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Isaiah 6:1-8 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue

As Isaiah lays out this scene, who is present with Isaiah, and how is God portrayed in this vision
(Isaiah 6:1-2)?

Can you describe the scene using each of your senses? Let this be an immersive experience
together! What do you see, hear, feel, taste, smell, throughout this encounter with the Divine?



“Here am [” is a phrase that shows up time and time again in the scriptures. Can you recall times
that this phrase has come up for other figures in the Bible? Is there a particular figure who stands
out? Why do you think this figure comes to mind for you today?

The Preaching Notes for May 26 say that there was something about Presence that drove Isaiah
to his knees. Do you agree that this may be Divine Love? If not, how do you see this force (e.g.,
awe, fear, regret, shame, or confusion)? If yes, what does this “drive-you-to-your-knees-love”
look like in your life?

Notice how an encounter with God’s presence changes Isaiah and seems to open him to new
possibilities in his life. Most of us are not ready to listen to the callings of God without some
preparation of the heart. What are the experiences you are called to put into your life (e.g.,
poetry, quiet, hiking, scripture) to be ready to respond with the kind of openness of Isaiah?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

God, who touches our lips and pours over our senses a fresh sense of your Divine
presence, open in us a readiness to respond to your presence with our own. Help us to put
down our cell phones, our disruptions of life, and the constant list of to-dos long enough
to notice your greatness around us. May that presence move us and invite us to say, “Here
[ am, send me.” We pray this in the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.
Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



