Sunday, May 19, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Pentecost Sunday
“These Bones Will Live”
Acts 2 & Ezekiel 37

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants respond to
the following: How do you experience the Holy Spirit in your everyday life? Are there
certain times you are aware of God’s guiding presence?

Acts 2 Context. In the Jewish calendar, the Feast of Weeks (Shavuot in Hebrew) came
fifty days (7 weeks) after the Feast of Passover. This was the second of the three annual
pilgrimage feasts that all Jews coming from wherever they lived were expected to
celebrate at the Temple in Jerusalem. As the Feast of Passover celebrated God’s
liberation of the people from bondage in Egypt, so the Feast of Weeks celebrated God’s
giving the Law to Moses and the people at Mt. Sinai. Today Jews observe the Feast of
Weeks with several traditions: reading the Torah and other sacred texts throughout the
night of the eve of Pentecost (to make up for the Israelites who reportedly got up late on
the day when God gave the Torah); eating only dairy products — blintzes, cheesecake, etc.
(when God gave the Torah, they realized that they had no kosher meat or utensils);
decorating homes and synagogues with tree branches and flowers (the Israelites had
found Mt. Sinai lush with flowers and vegetation). “Pentecost” is the Greek term for ‘50’
and the Greek name for the Feast of Weeks. For Christians, the Feast of Pentecost is the
celebration of the giving of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Christian Church.

Ezekiel 37 Context. Ezekiel, the son of one of the Temple priests, was among the first of
the Israelites (along with the young king, queen mother, and other nobles) to be taken
essentially as hostages to Babylon in 597 BC in an attempt by the Babylonian king,
Nebuchadnezzar, to ensure the submission of his new vassal state of Judah. Ezekiel
began his prophetic ministry a few years later in 593 BC when those still in charge in
Jerusalem mounted a feeble and failed rebellion. He excoriated the leaders who presumed
upon God’s protection of the house of David and the Temple, even when they had failed
in their covenant obligations to worship God alone, and, for the house of David, to
protect God’s people with justice and fairness and not to ravage them. Their misdeeds
finally resulted in the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in
586. At that point Ezekiel’s thunderous judgment turned to promises of restoration: for
the sake of God’s own name, the people would eventually be restored and God would
make a new covenant with them — one that would never be broken. This week’s reading
is among the first of those promising new life to a broken nation.



Read Acts 2 and Ezekiel 37

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Acts and Ezekiel 37 again -
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Group Dialogue

What first comes to mind when you hear the terms “Holy Spirit” or “Holy
Ghost”? [When we pray in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we are stating
our belief in a trinitarian God. The Holy Spirit is a triune Spirit that encompasses the Spirit of
Jesus Christ and our Creator God. The Holy Spirit exists so that we, God’s people, might
intimately know and experience God in our everyday lives.]

What does the Pentecost narrative in Acts 2:1-21 have to do with the Holy

Spirit? [Acts 2:1-21 is traditionally understood as the moment when the Holy Spirit descends
upon the disciples of Jesus for the first time after the Resurrection. It is a moment that fulfills
Christ’s words in Acts 1:8: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the

ends of the earth.”’]

What strikes you as odd or confusing about the passage in Acts or Ezekiel? Acts 2:12
says “All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this

mean?’" [Bones, breath, rattling (in Ezekiel) ... tongues, language, fire, wind (in Acts). What is
going on in these passages!? Both scriptures are full of vibrant and poetic imagery used to help
explain the unexplainable—God’s mysterious blessing of the Holy Spirit.]

Do you often talk about the Holy Spirit in Church or Christian study? [The study or

doctrine of the Holy Spirit is called pneumatology. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is known to
be one of the most neglected doctrines in Christian teaching. Why?

What does it mean for God’s Holy Spirit to be within us? Ezekiel 37:14 says “I will put
my spirit within you, and you shall live... ” [In the scripture, the word for breath is the same
as the word for Holy Spirit. In the Hebrew language, it’s the word ruach (pronounced “roo-
akh”). In the Greek language, it’s the word “pneuma” (the root word for pneumatology.)]

What seems to be the importance of the Holy Spirit’s function in our faith? [John
Wesley says the Spirit of God is “the immediate cause of all holiness in believers.”[1] As United
Methodists, we believe in “holy living;” the act of loving God and neighbor. The only way we
can do this is through the grace, presence, and guidance of the Holy Spirit. ]



Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

We, the people of the Cross and the Flame, pray to you O God!
Lord, fill us with your Holy Spirit!

We pray your Holy Breath might rattle and shake within us— dismantling the old and
resurrecting the new.

We pray your Holy Wind will blow the embers of our souls afire— giving warmth to our
hearts and light to our lives.

We pray your Holy Language of love will override all barriers— bringing us closer to
one another in life and in faith.

We, the people of the Cross and the Flame, know your gospel story is alive within us—
granting us the power through the Holy Spirit to transform the world for the sake of the
kingdom! May it be so!

We pray this in the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen.
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



