Sunday, May 12, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Seventh Sunday of Easter
“We Share Christ”
John 17:6-19

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“What images come to mind when you hear the word “unity”?

John 17:6-19 Context. Jesus offers a departing prayer, often called his “high priestly
prayer,” of communion, consecration, and commissioning. Jesus prays for his followers.
Jesus has completed his mission of revealing God to a group selected “from the world”
and now distinct from it. Jesus speaks the scriptural language of election and holiness
(separateness) not a cause for pride but an obligation to mission. Jesus does not reject the
world or forbid praying for it: he is setting apart and praying for his disciples to be in
mission to the world from which they were drawn.

Read John 17:6-19

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read John 17:6-19 again -
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Group Dialogue

Today’s Preaching Notes reflect on unity: “Jesus prays that we (that’s you and me and
everyone else) would be one as “we are one.” We are to be as close as Jesus and God; we
are called to function as parts of the Trinity, aspects of the same thing, different, but one
in essence and in hope. That is what community really means. It doesn’t mean
individuality is lost; differences make the whole what it is. But it does mean that we
acknowledge our need for the other, acknowledge that we are somehow incomplete
without the other. How can we fight among ourselves? How can we hate and cast stones
at one another when we are part of the same whole? We are hating and casting stones at
ourselves. The church is many things, but in this prayer, it is clear that the church is
called to be one, to be united.”



= How might you foster unity within your own community despite
differences in opinions or backgrounds?

= How might you cultivate a culture of forgiveness and reconciliation
when conflicts arise within your community?

“I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong
to the world, just as I do not belong to the world” (John 17:14). Jesus emphasizes the
distinction between His disciples and the world.
=  How can you maintain your identity as a follower of Christ while
engaging with the world around you?
=  When have you faced challenges in maintaining your Christian
identity while engaging with the world? How did you navigate
through it?

“Our argument in this series and especially this week is that our calling is to live a life of
love, and our fundamental belief is that sharing Christ is the loving thing to do. However,
the methodology for sharing is as important as the sharing itself. Loving is an act of
respect; it is a way of honoring others, the objects of our love—especially those whom
society has neglected, overlooked, or ignored”. ‘““As you have sent me into the world, so
I have sent them into the world” (John 17:18).
= This week, how might you be sent to the world to share Christ? How
does Jesus' mission to the world inspire you to live out your own
mission as a disciple of Christ?
= How does it challenge your comfort zones and call you to step out in
faith?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

Gracious and loving God, we thank You for calling us to be One. Guide us as we go
forth, so that we may live in unity and bear witness to Your grace in our every word and
deed. Empower us to fulfill this mission with courage and joy. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven



hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



