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Sunday, April 7, 2024 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 

Bible Study 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 “Walk in the Light” 
Acts 4:32-35 and 1 John 1-2:2 

 
Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes).  In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, 
“Have you ever been in a completely dark place without any light to orient you? Were 
you by yourself or with someone else? If you were with someone else, did that help you 
feel more secure? Why do you feel that being with someone else may be helpful or not?” 
 
Acts 4:32-35 Context. The evangelist Luke, who also composed the Acts of the 
Apostles, wanted to show that the new thing that God was doing in Jesus didn’t just end 
with his death and resurrection, but continued on in the life of the community of 
believers. Today’s reading describes the radical kind of sharing that characterized the life 
of the first disciples: being a part of God’s family was more important than any other 
relationship. This lifestyle became the model for monks and other utopian Christian 
communities throughout the ages, and gave rise to the phrase: “from each according to 
his ability, to each according to his need,” that Karl Marx used to describe the ideal 
communal society. 
  
1 John 1-2:2 Context. The First letter of John is one of three brief, anonymous letters 
that, because of similarities in vocabulary and theology, have traditionally been attributed 
to the author of the fourth Gospel. Today’s reading highlights several important themes 
shared with the Gospel: God is light and truth; if we walk in the light, we have fellowship 
with God; Christ came to save the whole world; God forgives those who confess their 
sins. 
  
Read Acts 4:32-35 and 1 John 1-2:2 
 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
Read Acts 4:32-35 and 1 John 1-2:2 again -    
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
 

• The reading from 1 John affirms that our relationships with God and one another are related. Can 
you remember a time in which your feelings of sadness or anger about someone affected your 
time in church, your interactions with others, even with someone who had nothing to do with 
your problem?  
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• Confession is an ancient practice of the church. In some churches, congregants confess to a priest 

or a spiritual leader. There is a prayer of confession in the Order of Worship for Holy 
Communion of The United Methodist Church. A modern practice encourages us to examine our 
day and give thanks or ask God for forgiveness. Have you practiced any of these means of grace? 
In what way is confession helpful in your growth as a Christian disciple?  
 

• “But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he 
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world” (1 John 2:1-2, NRSV). The reading for today invites us to confess but also gives us hope 
in God’s love. How do you feel knowing that if we confess, God’s love will be available?  
 

• The readings of the Lectionary for today point us to the importance of being in a community. We 
need one another to support, encourage, and learn. In Acts 4:32-35, the church shared 
everything, even possessions. In modern times, individualism and privacy are prevalent. In fact, 
in some places, people do not speak to strangers, even in the church. But the readings today are 
an invitation to examine our values.  
 

• In what ways do you think you may show the Christian values of hospitality, generosity, 
companionship, and support in your personal life?  
 

• How can these values be applied in the church? Name specific ways. 
 

• One of the comments we often hear from people who do not attend church is, “Why should I 
come to church if people act so badly and seem to be fighting with one another all the time?” 
Although the comment can be an excuse not to take Christian teachings seriously, do you think 
that the application of the values mentioned can help change the attitudes of some people? What 
can be your contribution to help others see your church as a welcoming place? 
 
Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.   
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a 
similar prayer:  
 
God of mercy, we confess that we do not always live our lives free of anger, sadness, and 
other feelings. Help us to come to you to overcome our limitations; guide us, as members 
of this congregation, to lead Christian lives that invite others to learn about Jesus, our 
Savior, and all his teachings. In his name, we pray. Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
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Our Father who art in Heaven  
hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


