Sunday, April 21, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Fourth Sunday of Easter
“We Abide in Christ”
John 10:11-18 and 1 John 3:16-24

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“What do you do when you see people asking for money or when you see homeless men
or women?”’

John 10:11-18 Context. A common pattern in John’s gospel is an account of a
“sign”/miracle, followed by a dialogue between Jesus and those who witness the sign,
followed by an extended discourse by Jesus, drawing out the meaning of it all. This
week’s reading comes near the end of a section of John’s Gospel that began with the
episode of Jesus healing the man born blind. That event caused quite a controversy
between Jesus and the Pharisees, even dragging the man and his parents into the fray. At
the end of the day, the healed man, cast out of the synagogue by the Pharisees, worshiped
Jesus; and Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their own “blindness.” Jesus continued with a
discourse in which he uses a pastoral metaphor, first describing himself as the gate of the
sheepfold: the sheep must enter through him to receive abundant life; others who set
themselves up as “the way” are thieves who kill and destroy. He concludes the discourse
with this week’s reading, Jesus as the Good Shepherd. The prophets of the Hebrew Bible
had described God as the “Good Shepherd,” and denounced the members of the religious
establishment as “bad shepherds” — here Jesus refers to them as “hired hands.” The
concluding verses clearly point to the climax of the gospel.

1 John 3:16-24 Context. The First letter of John is one of three brief, anonymous letters
— the author identifies himself simply as “the elder” in 2 John 1. Because of similarities in
vocabulary and theology, they have traditionally been attributed to John, the author of the
fourth Gospel. This week’s reading again highlights an important theme shared with the
Gospel: Jesus’ fundamental commandment to love one another as Christ has loved us.
What immediately precedes this week’s reading is a discussion of Cain, who hated his
brother and murdered him. The contrast could not be more stark for those who follow
Jesus.

Read John 10:11-18 and 1 John 3:16-24

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?



Read John 10:11-18 and 1 John 3:16-24 again -
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue

Do you know people you would describe as generous? Why? What are the characteristics of a
generous person?

One of the most difficult things to do is to decide whom to help and how to help others,
particularly if you do not feel you have that much. How do you decide? What are specific ways
to help others? Give away what you do not use, share something you made or cooked, volunteer
somewhere, contribute to some cause?

The reading of the Gospel today describes Jesus as the good shepherd “who lays down his life
for the sheep” (John 10:11, NRSV). What relationship do you see between that verse and
generosity? Does generosity include sacrifice?

1 John 3:18 says: “Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action”
(NRSV). What is the difference between loving in word and loving in action? Can you eliminate
one of them? How important is speech in love? How do you express your love in action?

According to our reading in 1 John, Christ abides in us when we are obedient in love for others
and when we live as Christ lived. If you examine yourself based on this principle, are you a
loving person? Do you see your group, your church, and your community as good examples of
love in the world? If not, what specific needs to be added? A program that serves children, youth,
adults with special needs, or the homeless?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

Loving God, there is so much need in the world that some days, it is overwhelming. Help
us to be loving and generous Christians with a generous attitude wherever we can help.
Show us ways to act or express love to anyone who needs a kind word or a generous gift.
Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven



hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



