Sunday, October 29, 2023 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Face to Face”
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 and Matthew 22:34-46

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes). In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“Where do you go to meet God face to face?”

Deuteronomy 34:1-12. Context. God had chosen Moses to lead the Israelites out of
bondage and through the wilderness. But it was the next generation — Joshua and Caleb —
that would lead them into the Promised Land. The Pentateuch or “Five Books” of Moses
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) ends with the following account of
the death of Moses. God brought Moses to the top of a mountain on the east side of the
Jordan River across from Jericho just north of the Dead Sea where he could survey the
land of Canaan before he died. The account makes the point that Moses was buried in
Moab, distinctly not the Promised Land. Nevertheless, Moses was the greatest leader the
people would ever have — a prophet, but more than a prophet: a military leader,
priest/intercessor with God, miracle worker.

Matthew 22:34-46. Context. After Jesus had sidestepped the issue of paying taxes to
Caesar that was put to him by the Pharisees, he trumped the Sadducees, the other major
religious group of the day, on the issue of the resurrection, making the case for the truth
of the resurrection from the Torah itself (the Sadducees rejected the notion of
resurrection). The controversy continued with yet another question from the Pharisees
who often maintained that there was no such thing as a “greatest commandment,” each
commandment being equally important. Jesus’ response points to not one but two
commandments which Jesus understands as “two sides of the same coin,” so to speak.
Then finally, before his adversaries could ask anything more, Jesus asked them a question
about the Son of David that they could not answer. We hear no more from Jesus’ enemies
until he is brought before them on trial later that same week.

Read Deuteronomy 34:1-12
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Matthew 22:34-46
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?



Read Deuteronomy 34:1-12 again
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Read Matthew 22:34-46 again -
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Where was Moses? [“Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah (Deuteronomy 34:1a)]

After the LORD showed him the Promised Land, what happened to Moses?
How do you interpret the significance of the statement, "The Lord knew Moses, face to face?”

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus emphasizes the greatest commandment. "'You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is
the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: "You shall love your
neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-39). Why do you think Jesus mentioned both loving
God and loving one's neighbor?

What might loving God with all your heart, soul, and mind mean? How does this affect our daily
lives?

“When we are given this commandment to love God and love neighbor, it is all about
how we act, about what we do, how we show love in day-by-day encounters and in casual
points of contact as well as moments of mission and ministry. How do we live in
community, face to face with the people Jesus told us to serve?”

How does our love for our neighbor manifest in our actions and interactions with them? When
you think about people who serve in the faith community, do you perceive the presence of God
in their actions? What does this divine presence look like to you?

Do we encounter the face of God in individuals who are oppressed, migrants, hungry, or even
those who have committed theft? How can we recognize God's presence in such situations?

How do you believe the call to love God and neighbor challenges us in our current society and
culture? What might you do this week to love God and love your neighbors?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:



Loving God, we are thankful when you see our face; you see your son Jesus. Help us see
your divine presence within ourselves and within every person we encounter. Forgive us,
O God, for the barriers we sometimes erect to distinguish who we consider our neighbor.
Let us remove all barriers that block us from seeing you in our neighbors. When we
gather, may we be filled with a love that mirrors the intimate connection you shared with
Moses, seeing you face to face. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



