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Sunday, December 25, 2022 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 

Christmas Day 
 

Bible Study  
 “God of the Dark and the Light” 

 
Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)  
In pairs or groups of three, have each participant respond to the following: “What has 
been most meaningful for you this Advent season?” 
 
Isaiah 52:7-10, Context. The second section of the book of Isaiah (chapters 40-54) 
reflects the ministry of an anonymous “servant of the Lord” who suffered and was killed 
in the closing days of the Exile in Babylon (539 BCE). What ties the different parts of the 
book together is the theme of the special status God has given to Jerusalem/Zion and to 
God's covenant with David. In the second section, coming as it does at a time when the 
nation had been crushed, the message is one of hope. It opens with God proclaiming 
words of comfort to Jerusalem, that her suffering has come to an end, and that her glory 
would be restored. God then chooses the servant to convey that message to the people – 
not only of Zion’s restoration, but the role of Zion to be a light to all peoples and nations. 
These verses from Isaiah 52 are a joyful comment on the proclamation of God’s servant 
to Zion, and form something of a “bookend” to the opening of the section in chapter 40. 
 
Psalm 98, Context. Psalm 98 is another of the “enthronement psalms,” so-called because 
they proclaim the reign of God over the whole world. The first few verses that speak of 
God’s “victory” are generally thought to echo the triumph of God over Pharaoh at the 
Exodus. This psalm was the inspiration for the Christmas carol, Joy to the World. In the 
context of today’s readings, Psalm 98 reinforces the joy and exultation of Isaiah 52, and 
looks forward to a cosmic fulfillment of God’s purposes and promises in the coming of 
God’s Son, the very Word of God, one who is greater than every other being in the 
universe. 
 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12), Context. The author of this letter is unknown, although 
traditionally considered to be Paul, and its destination is obscure – perhaps Rome. It’s not 
really a letter, so much as a theological treatise that tries to explain how Jesus brings us to 
God, using verses of Scripture to validate his argument. In the present passage, the author 
describes Jesus as God’s Son in terms that are very similar to the way Jesus is described 
as the “Word” in John’s gospel. He goes on to make the point that Jesus is far superior to 
any angel, quoting several verses of Scripture, generally from the Psalms.   
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John 1:1-14, Context. Each of the gospels has its own version of an “introduction.” In 
Mark, it’s one brief sentence: “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, Son of 
God.” In Matthew and Luke, it’s an extended account of the birth of Jesus. In John, it’s a 
poetic “prologue” that with its first words – “in the beginning” – echoes the opening of 
Genesis and signals that the story of the gospel didn’t just start with Jesus’ ministry or 
even his conception and birth; it has its origins in the very beginning of time and in the 
eternity of God’s very being. Jesus’ cosmic origins and role in creation are the necessary 
premise, as it were, of Jesus’ role in the redemption of the cosmos. The opening verses of 
John’s gospel are an elegant, lofty statement of the meaning of Jesus Christ, the Word of 
God, the Light and Life of the world, who became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 
Read Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) and John 1:1-14 
 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story? 
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
 
Read Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) and John 1:1-14 
  
Some reflection questions – Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with 
the person or group you are with. 
 

• How would John 1:14 echo back to how God related to the people of God in the wilderness?   
 

• What might it mean that God has chosen to be among us as Jesus? 
 

• How is that a gift to us? To all of humanity? 
 

• How does the passage in John foreshadow what will come in the life and death of Jesus? [verse 
11, the people did not accept him; verse 12, He gives power to those who believe to become 
children of God; verse 14, full of grace and truth.] 
 

• What do you think John meant by describing Jesus as “full of grace and truth” in verse 14? How 
do we allow Jesus to impart grace and truth in our life? How do other believers (past and present, 
near and far) help us to get a fuller picture of Jesus? 
 

• How does our relationship with Jesus help us to experience life in all its fullness? How does it 
help us celebrate the meaning of Christmas? 
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Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.   
 
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a 
similar prayer: 
 
God who comes among us: Help us to glimpse your glory. Through our interactions with 
others and through being attentive to your presence, may our comprehension of your 
grace and truth be expanded. Help us to glimpse your glory this Christmas Day. Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


