Sunday, December 11, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Third Sunday of Advent

Bible Study
“The Lord’s Highway”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)
In groups of two or three, have participants respond to the following question: “Where
have you encountered joy this Advent season?”

Isaiah 35:1-10, Context. The people of Israel had suffered greatly over the years: inept
and corrupt rulers at home that opened the door to evildoers of all sorts; cruel and
overwhelming enemies from Assyria and Babylon that had taken nearly everything of
value and burned the rest to the ground, killing wantonly and with impunity those who
got in their way and carrying off the rest into exile in a foreign land. But for all the
tragedy, destruction and hopelessness, there were still those who were convinced that
God had something better in mind for them, a new world overturning the limitations of
the old familiar ways. In this week’s reading the prophet expresses that conviction with a
vision of the transformation of the desert into lush gardens, of human incapacities into
strengths, of the wilderness into a superhighway to bring the people of God, wherever
they may be, “home” to Zion.

(Geographical note: Carmel is a coastal mountain covered in abundant vegetation; Sharon
is the coastal plain just south of Carmel.)

Read Isaiah 35:1-10 and Psalm 146:5-10
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Read Isaiah 35:1-10 and Psalm 146:5-10 again

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.

How does verse 10 help us grasp what Isaiah is envisioning in verses 1-9? [This is a vision of
what the return to land after exile will look like. ]

How would you describe what this return home looks like?



Notice the verbs in verses 3 and 4. These are a response to verses 1 and 2. What are verses 3 and
4 calling us do? Who are they calling us to be?

How is the vision of healing and wholeness in verses 5 through 10 ultimately a work of God?
[Notice verse 4.]

How is the psalm our declaration of joy?

How is joy a gift of God and a state of being and not merely a temporary feeling?

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

God of Joy, during this season when the sun sets early, help us to focus on the light that
shatters the darkness. Give us the eyes to see you move among us and to experience a joy
that transcends our circumstances. Give us the ears to hear again the good news. Give us
the mouth to shout affirmations of your love for all to hear. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



