Sunday, November 6, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

Bible Study
“Face to Face with Jesus: Band of Puzzlers”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)
In groups of two or three, have participants complete the following sentence, “If I were to
be with Jesus face-to-face, I would ask Jesus...”

Luke 20:27-28 Context. This week’s reading treats the issue of the resurrection, one of a
number of topics addressed by Jesus as he taught in the Temple shortly after his
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and shortly before his own death and resurrection. The
Sadducees were an aristocratic faction who denied the belief in resurrection and angels,
and rejected the authority of oral tradition — to which, by contrast, the Pharisees appealed
in affirming the belief in resurrection and angels. The Sadducees here use the established
practice of levirate marriage to question the very idea of resurrection. In his response
Jesus appeals to Moses, whose authority the Sadducees could not reject.

Read Luke 20:27-38
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Read Luke 20:27-38 again

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.

e What do you already know about the Sadducees? Why is the Sadducees’ question to
Jesus a trick question?

e How would you summarize Jesus’ answer to the Sadducees’ trick question?
e Why would it be important for Jesus to quote from Moses to the Sadducees?

e What might we learn from Jesus when it comes to dealing with those who seem to be on
opposite sides of an issue?



e How might you respond the next time someone is hostile? How might you respond to
someone who is open to hearing about your faith?

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

God of resurrection and new life, we give you praise for how you continue to abide with
us and empower us to be more than we can imagine. Give us the courage to trust that you
can and will use us to invite others into your kingdom. May we walk both with humility
and boldness in your Spirit this week. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



