Sunday, November 27, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
First Sunday of Advent

Bible Study
“Up to Restoration”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)
In pairs or groups of three, have each participant respond to the following: “What are
your hoping for this Advent season?”

Isaiah 2:1-5 Context. The prophet Isaiah was a priest in Jerusalem during the second
half of the 8th century BCE (roughly 742-685). Over his lifetime he experienced the
devastation brought by Assyrian invaders from the north: first the northern kingdom of
Israel was destroyed and its people scattered among the remote regions of the Assyrian
empire (722) where they assimilated to the local culture (the “ten lost tribes” of Israel).
But the Assyrian juggernaut did not stop at its border with the southern kingdom of
Judah: it swept through the southern kingdom, eventually laying siege to Jerusalem itself.
But before it could conquer the city, the Assyrian army withdrew, to deal, it seems, with
rebellion back in the capital of Nineveh (701). Jerusalem was spared. It was a miracle. It
confirmed what the Lord had revealed to Isaiah, that God’s kingdom, whenever it shall
come, shall be a kingdom of peace and justice, and that Jerusalem would not be prized for
its booty, but for the instruction of the Lord that could be found there.

Psalm 122 Context. This week’s psalm is one of a group of called “songs of ascents,”
because they speak of “going up” to Jerusalem, the movement of pilgrimage. Psalm 122
in particular reflects the sentiment of this week’s reading from Isaiah, where the pilgrims
come to Jerusalem and pray for peace.

Read Isaiah 2:1-5 and Psalm 122

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Read Isaiah 2:1-5 and Psalm 122 again

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.



How does it feel when others do not listen to you? How do you think that made the prophet
Isaiah feel when he was sharing what God had shown him and the people didn’t listen?

What might be the significance of Isaiah’s vision in seeing the Temple as the “highest of the
mountains”?

How might “walking in the light of the Lord” from verse five be related to the vision of verse
four? How might we walk in this light today? What might it mean to see with the eyes of hope?

How does Isaiah present us with a vision of what keeping awake and being ready looks like?

What steps can you take that anticipate what is to come? How can you choose the way of peace
in your home, communities, and online presence?

How might we proclaim the good news this Advent season?

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

God of Peace, help us to be alert! By the power of your Holy Spirit, may we experience
the peace that comes only from you. May this abiding peace guide us on this Advent
journey. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



