Sunday, November 13, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost

Bible Study
“Face to Face with Jesus: Open Mouthed Tourists”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)
In groups of two or three, have participants respond to the question, “What are you most
easily distracted by?”

Luke 21:5-19 Context. This week's reading comes near the end of Jesus' final teaching,
as Luke records it, in the last few days before his crucifixion, death, and resurrection.
Here he makes the prediction that the Temple will be destroyed (as it was in 70 AD by
the Romans). This becomes the occasion for Jesus to describe the transition from the
kingdom of this world to the kingdom of God. There will be some pretty rough sledding,
but God will stand by those who stand by God.

Read Luke 21:5-19
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Read Luke 21:5-19 again

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.

It is hard for us to enter the disciples’ shoes to grasp just how shocking Jesus’ declaration about
the Temple’s destruction (which did occur roughly fifty years later) would have been. This
Temple, built mostly by King Herod the Great, would have been a wonder of the world due to its
architecture and size. It was also the central hub for Jewish religious life. Jesus gives neither a
timeline of when such destruction might occur nor a promise of physical protection (verse 18
can’t mean physical protection because Stephen is martyred in the book of Acts; see also Luke
12:4-7). Rather, he gives examples of events that continue to occur even today. How does Jesus
use the disciples’ question at the Temple as a teaching moment?

What is not as hard for us to grasp is the thought of false prophets proclaiming, “I’m the
Messiah” or “The end is near!” We, too, continue to live in a period of turmoil and wars. What
do Jesus’ instructions in verses 13-15; 18-19 teach us about the nature and shape of our



discipleship? [In some ways, discipleship to Jesus might make some aspects of life more
complex.]

We are all likely to encounter difficult and dark times. How has your faith helped you to hold on
during these times? Have you ever felt the presence of God abiding with you during such dark
times?

What do we learn about God from this passage?
What do we learn about humanity from this passage?

How might we be called to engage our community after reading this passage?

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

Lord, in ways that we do not understand, your grace is working within us and remaking
us into your image. Guide us as we journey from home to work to leisure to friends and
family, that we would be mindful of the ways we might be witnesses to your

ways. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



