Sunday, October 9, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Bible Study
“Present Yourself to God: Not Ashamed”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)

In groups of two or three, have participants complete the following sentence, “When
reading or reciting a historical creed of the church, I feel...” [Examples could include:
nothing, affirmed, consoled, confused, and so on.)

2 Timothy 2:8-15 Context. One of the central messages of this letter is that Jesus the
Messiah, the liberator, the one who now reigns in our lives having been raised from the
dead, is also the one who suffered and really did die. And that those who would be his
followers cannot flinch from the suffering that may come as a result of our following
him. In the preceding verses the author uses the images of a soldier whose goal is to
please his commanding officer, the athlete who receives the crown only when he obeys
the rules. The consequences of Christian discipleship are summed up in this week’s
reading (along with an interjection telling Timothy to advise his congregation to avoid
disputes).

Read 2 Timothy 2:8-15

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Read 2 Timothy 2:8-15 again

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.

How might verse 8 serve as a foundational statement that gives life and direction?

As a group, read over the Apostle’s Creed, https://www.umc.org/en/content/apostles-
creed-traditional-ecumenical (or another creed in The United Methodist Hymnal).

How might creeds be life-giving?

What might it mean to “present yourself to God as one approved” (v. 15)?



What does it mean to you to know that, through our relationship with Christ, we are
“approved” by God?

Why do you think Paul begins verse 15 with “Do you best to...”? What might it look like
for you to “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved?” (v. 15)?

How might doing so serve as a light of hope to others?

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

God, who alone is worthy, you have given us the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Embolden us to be assured that we are children of God. Empower us as your servants to
radiate your glory in all that we do and say. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



