Sunday, October 30, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

Bible Study
“Face to Face with Jesus: Man Out on a Limb”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)
In pairs or groups of three, have each participant respond to the following: “If
encountered Jesus face-to-face, I would...”

Read Luke 19:1-10
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Read Luke 19:1-10 again

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.

How does Luke describe Zacchaeus?

What do you already know about tax collectors? [Tax collectors were far different from modern-
day IRS agents. Tax collectors collected taxes; in this case, they collected taxes from Jews to pay
the oppressive Roman Empire. They were seen as traitors of the Jewish people. Tax collectors
would give a set amount to Rome and then keep whatever they collected above that amount as
their own profit. ]

Why are Zacchaeus’ actions shocking?

Why might it be shocking that Jesus agrees to visit Zacchaeus’ house and affirms Zacchaeus as a
“son of Abraham”?

How does the story of Zacchaeus provide a model for what it looks like when we encounter a
transformative (face-to-face) encounter with Jesus? What does Jesus’ choice to abide with
Zacchaeus say about God’s kingdom/reign? How did Jesus help Zacchaeus live into his calling?

Where are you in this story? Standing in the crowd criticizing and judging others? Standing next
to Jesus, inviting yourself into the homes of those whom other people think are sinners? Out on a
limb, hoping for a glimpse of Jesus and a whole new way of living?



Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

God who surprises us, may we, like Zacchaeus, be willing to seek you out no matter the
cost. May we be so transformed by your image, your grace, your mercy, and your love
that we seek justice and righteousness. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



