Sunday, October 16, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Bible Study
“Itching Ears: Not Ashamed”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)
In groups of two or three, have participants respond to the question, “Why should a
Christian be in weekly worship?”

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 Context. This week’s reading starts with a comment on sound
teaching and moves to an exhortation of the teacher and a forecast of how difficult the
teacher’s task will be. These are some of the author’s last words to Timothy.

Read 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Read 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 again

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.

What parts of the Bible do you find most interesting? Which do you have the most difficulty
with?

What does 2 Timothy 3:16 mean to you? How does verse 17 consequently give purpose to verse
16?

The apostle Paul notes people will have “itching ears.” What does it mean to have “itching
ears”? How can “sound doctrine” be a helpful corrective for that?

How is Paul’s admonition to “proclaim the message” (4:2) for all of us?

(R) How might the church tell a better story? Why do people need the church?

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?



Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

God of Grace and God of Glory, we praise you as the source of abundant life. We confess
there have been times when we have been silent and have shied away from proclaiming
your message. Give us the eyes to see opportunities to talk about your love and embolden
us to serve as your mouthpieces through our actions and words. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



