Sunday, Sept 18, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Bible Study — Luke 16:1-13
“Debts are Tossed”
Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)
In pairs or groups of three, discuss the following: Share a story of someone who acted in
a crafty or shrewd way.

Luke 16:1-13 Context. In chapter 15, Luke had collected together three parables about
the lost: the lost sheep, the lost coin, the lost son. The point of the parables was to
challenge the righteous — those who weren’t lost — to rejoice as God rejoices over the
salvation of even one lost soul. In chapter 16 Luke turns the focus back to those who
would follow Jesus with the parable of the manager and several sayings about wealth and
stewardship. The parable tells the story of a manager accused of squandering the property
of his master, and the manager’s strategy for improving his status after his demotion: he
gives discounts to his master’s debtors. The parable ends with the conclusion: “And his
master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly.” Although the
manager is called “dishonest” in the English translation, in fact, the Greek actually reads:
“And his master commended the unjust manager (Greek ton oikonomon t€s adikias,
literally, the manager of injustice) because he had acted shrewdly.” Similarly, the term
“dishonest” in the subsequent sayings translates the same Greek word that fundamentally
means unjust/injustice/wrongdoing. Dishonesty is only one form of wrongdoing, and the
parable, as well as the sayings, hit much closer to home if we broaden the meaning
beyond dishonesty. (After all, you can still be unjust even if you are honest!) One could
argue that the term came to be translated as “dishonest” under the impact of bourgeois,
mercantile, Puritan society. If we keep to the broader meaning, we realize that this is
Luke’s way of reminding us that we’re more like the manager than not. The sayings
about wealth and stewardship follow, and are largely self-explanatory. For “wealth” Luke
uses the semitic term “Mammon,” the name of the Canaanite god of wealth, thereby
emphasizing the temptation to idolatry presented by wealth.

Read Luke 16:1-13
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,

or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.



Read Luke 16:1-13 again

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.

This is the second time (of three) that Jesus tells a parable about “a rich man.” In this story, the

rich man has a manager who has been wasteful. Now let go of his responsibilities, the manager

acts in a way to secure favor for himself, which also makes his former owner look generous (by
reducing the amount owed). What does Jesus mean by “dishonest wealth”?

What motivates the shrewd manager to bargain and thus make friends? Does it strike you as odd
for Jesus to show the shrewd manager in a positive light? Why or why not?

How is this parable of the shrewd manager an illustration for those who serve God as their
master (16:9)?

How is this message of Jesus similar to other stories and passages from Jesus? [See also Luke
6:38, 12:33, 14:14, 14:33. These passages share themes of generosity and caring for others.]

How are we (from verses 14) also “lovers of money”?

Read the “Confession and Pardon” from “A Service of Word and Table” in The United
Methodist Hymnal (page 8):

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.

We have not done your will,

we have broken your law,

we have rebelled against your love,

we have not loved our neighbors,

and we have not heard the cry of the needy.

Forgive us, we pray.

Free us for joyful obedience,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

This is a corporate confession. The intent is not to incite guilt. Confession is agreeing with
reality. It is an opportunity to acknowledge what we have done or failed to do, as a church and as
individuals; and because of God’s pardon, we resolve to act differently. How might you and your
congregation resolve to act differently?

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?



Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

God of grace, help us to see when we have given more loyalty and allegiance to our
money than to your kingdom. Help us to celebrate what you are celebrating. May we
desire your desires and our gifts to be used for your kingdom. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



