Sunday, Sept 11, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Bible Study — Luke 15:1-10
“Finding the Lost”
Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)
In pairs or groups of three, discuss the following: Share a time you were physically lost
or felt emotionally lost.

Luke 15:1-10 Context. The parables in this week’s reading stress God’s joy with the
repentance of even one sinner. The first parable, the lost sheep, has a parallel in
Matthew’s gospel. The second parable, the lost coin, is unique to Luke’s account. The
first parable throws a barb towards Jesus’ detractors; the second emphasizes the joy of
recovering the lost. These two parables lead up to a third parable, the parable of the lost
son.

Read Luke 15:1-10
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Read Luke 15:1-10 again

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.

To whom is this parable directed? How does that impact our understanding of this parable?

Which group (outcast/lost or Pharisees/scribes) are the ones likely to feel like they are on the
outside?

While many are more familiar with the so-called parable of the prodigal son in the next part of
the parable following Luke 15:1-10, Jesus tells all three stories as one parable (15:3). How do
these first two stories set up the following parable?

(R) Who in our neighborhoods would likely point to themselves as outsiders? How do we
continue to do the work of seeking and finding?



Who, in our world, would consider themselves “lost”? How would this parable be received as
good news?

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a
similar prayer:

Lord, your mercies are new every morning, and all day long you work for redemption.
Stir up in us the desire to be your disciples in all areas of our lives, that others would see
in us your grace, mercy, and love. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



