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Sunday, July 3, 2022 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Bible Study – 2 Kings 5:1-14 
 

 “Wash and Be Clean” 
 
Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes)  
In pairs or groups of three, tell a story of when you were impacted by a person whom you 
did not expect to be impacted by. 
 
2 Kings 5:1-14. Context. The 2 books of Kings tell the story of the tribes of Israel from 
the death of David and the succession of Solomon to the destruction of the northern 
kingdom of Ephraim (also called Samaria or Israel) by the Assyrians in 722 BCE and the 
destruction of the southern kingdom of Judah in 586. This week’s reading finds the 
prophet Elisha, Elijah’s successor, at the center of the story of the healing of Naaman the 
Aramean general. Aram is another name for the land of Syria, whose capital was, and still 
is, in Damascus. Here again we find the Lord’s prophet ministering to a non-Jew – who 
doesn’t seem to appreciate at first what Elisha recommended. 
 
Read 2 Kings 5:1-14 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the story? 
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
 
Read 2 Kings 5:1-14 again 
  
Some reflection questions – Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with 
the person or group you are with. 
 

• With whom do you identify the most in this passage?  
• The young girl who knew the right person for the job? 
• Naaman, the commander of the army? 
• The King of Aram with the resources? 
• King of Israel, quick to assign a motive? 
• Elisha, trusting in God’s power to heal> 
• Naaman’s servant, encouraging him to go through the process? 
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• What might it say about God, that this story is about the healing of a Syrian commander 
(thus not an Israelite)?  
 

• Why do you think Elisha emphasized the fact that there was a prophet in Israel (v. 8)? 
 

• Why might Elisha’s simple act of ritual washing (seven times) make Naaman angry?   
 

• Why do you think that Naaman was able to heed the “young” servant’s advice? How 
might the young servant parallel the young woman who tells of Elisha?   

 
• How might Elisha’s invitation and the advice from the young man require Naaman to do 

something beneath him?   
 

• What does verse 15 reveal about God? About Naaman?  
 

• (R) Why might prophets often invite people toward humility as an act of repentance? 
 
 
Closing Reflection Question 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.   
 
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or a 
similar prayer: 
 
God of the prophets, we give you thanks for those who have challenged and inspired the 
people of God. Give us the ears to hear the prophets of today. Help us to hear and 
respond to the call of humility and obedience. Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


