Sunday, March 20, 2022 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church

Bible Study — Luke 13:1-9
“If It Bears Fruit”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In groups of two or three, respond to the following, “If you
could ask God one question, what would it be?”

Luke 13:1-9 Context. This week’s reading concludes a section of Luke’s account that stresses
the need to prepare for the coming of God’s kingdom, and that time is running out for
repentance. When reports of calamity come his way, Jesus goes beyond the conventional
thinking that calamity is simply the result of sin and makes “the point that life is uncertain, death
1s capricious, and judgment is inevitable” (New Interpreter’s Bible, 9.270). He ends with a
parable of the fruitless fig tree, introducing a season of forbearance and thus inserting a hint of
mercy and grace into an otherwise grim prospect. (Notes to the text: although the particular act
of Pilate described here is not recorded outside the Bible, other similar instances of his barbarity
are; the Pool of Siloam was in the southern end of Jerusalem and may have had something to do
with the collapse of the tower which was most likely part of the city wall.)

Read Luke 13:1-9
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, or what
doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Read Luke 13:1-9 again.

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the
person or group you are with.

At least part of what’s going on in the question of verse 2 is an age-old question “Did they die
because of their own fault?” It might be a question we too have contemplated. It would certainly
make life simpler if we could clearly know the cause of every effect. What tragedy or difficult
circumstances have you struggled to comprehend?

Why do you think Jesus repeats verse 3 in verse 5?7 How might repentance lead to a life of
abundance?

Read Isaiah 5:1-7. There are numerous times in the Old Testament, as in this Isaiah passage,
where the people of Israel are compared to a vineyard. How is there both a threat and a promise

in this parable?

How does the parable relate to the previous story?



What might it look like to be a “fruitful” Christian where you live?

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, pray the closing prayer. Ask for a volunteer
to lead the group or read the following prayer in unison:

God of judgment and grace, we trust that your judgment is pure and righteous. Because of it, we
can yearn for a day when “righteousness will be at home.” We can also trust that your judgment
and purification lead to a fruitfulness that glorifies you. Help us to welcome your purification
through our repentance, that we might better live lives of fruitfulness to your glory. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



