Sunday, October 17, 2021 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church

Bible Study — Job 38:1-7, 34-41
“Out of the Whirlwind”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants share a time
when they were left with an overwhelming sense of awe.

Job 38:1-7, 34-41. Context. The bulk of the book of Job is a long dialogue between Job and his
three friends over why such calamity has overtaken Job. His friends argue the standard view that
his sufferings must somehow be the result of something he has done, and they push him to
confess his sins. But Job insists that he is blameless and accuses God of being capricious and
cruel. At the same time he demands -- and dreads a confrontation with God in order to put his
case directly. In this week's reading, God responds to Job, but not on Job's terms. Job had been
seeking his own justification; God reminds Job that we live in a bigger context that is one mostly
of order, but within that order there are some things that seem senseless to us.

Read Job 38:1-7, 34-41

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, or what
doesn’t make sense to you in the story?

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Read Job 38:1-7, 34-41 again.

Some reflection questions — Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the
person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue:
(Read the entirety of chapter 38 or more, if time permits.)

Have participants draw or color an image that represents silence. For more tech-savvy
participants, have them use a cell phone, tablet, or other device to find images that represent
silence. Have participants share their images with the group. Another option is to have
participants talk about times when they felt silence was the most appropriate response to an
experience.

How do you most often experience silence?
Awkward

Refreshing

Scary

Life-giving

Other



Have you ever asked an ill-timed question or asked a foolish question that received a harsh
reply? Share.

Skimming through chapters 38-39, what do these questions from God suggest about God’s
power?

Why doesn’t God give a direct answer to Job’s questions? Do you think Job could grasp it if God
did? How might this speech give a new vision of God and of relating to God, who loves us
completely?

What do we learn about God from how God answers Job? Do you think God’s reply will help
Job to trust God more?

As a group, compile a list of questions participants have for which there are no answers or
unsatisfying answers. For example, “Why do suffering and pain persist while God seems
absent?” Resist the urge to give answers to the questions identified by the participants. (There
will be other occasions for that.) Feel free to send your questions to Pastor Dale at
pastordale316@gmail.com Have a volunteer pray over the list of questions. A sample prayer:

“Almighty God, your ways are higher than our ways; your thoughts are higher than our thoughts.
Forgive us of our pride and times when we thought we knew better than you did. Give us
humility that thinks not less of ourselves, but of ourselves less. Give us eyes to see how much we
depend on your providence and grace. Renew our minds that by faith we would trust you ever
more deeply today and each day following. Amen.”

Closing Reflection Question
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Each person prays sharing their answer the following statements:
I ask God for....
I thank God for.....

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, pray the closing prayer. Ask for a volunteer
to lead the group or read the following prayer in unison:

Almighty God, forgive us when we think we have you all figured out. May your Holy Spirit
blow like a whirlwind through us as individuals and as a community of believers to glimpse the
enormity of your love. And in the awe of your nature and character, empower us to reflect your
love to those around us. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



